
Setting Up Ecl ipse CDT on Windows 
(with thanks to Max Berger) 
 
 
Note: You must first download the installation files referred to in this document from the 
Computer Science website. 
 
Step 1: Install MinGW 
 
Double-click the file called MinGW.zip. and choose Extract all  f i les. By default the Extraction 
Wizard will extract to the MinGW folder. Run (double-click) the file called MinGW-5.1.3.exe. 
Choose Download and install . 
 

    
 
When asked which MinGW package to install, choose Current. 
 

    
 



The installer will ask which components to install. Make sure you have the g++ compi ler 
checked. 
 

    
 
Do not change the default install folder, C:\MinGw. 
 
Step 2: Install MSYS 
 
Run the file called MSYS-1.0.10.exe. Accept all the default options until you see a black and 
white window asking for postinstall. 
 

    
 
Type y and then press Enter. The next question asks if MinGW is installed. 
 



 

   
 
Again type y and press Enter. The next question asks where MinGW is installed, BUT using a 
forward slash instead of a backward slash. 
 

   
 
Type C:/MinGW The last question just asks you to press any key. 
 



  

  
 
Press any key to continue, and then click Finish to conclude the MSYS installation. 
 

    
 
Step 3: Set up the Windows environment variables 
 
Right click on My Computer and select Properties. Select the Advanced tab. 
 

    



 
Click on Environment Variables. Look for the variable Path in the section called System 
Variables. Click on it and click Edit . Click at the end of the current  path (make sure it is no 
longer highlighted) and append ;C:\msys\1.0\bin;C:\MinGW\bin  to the current path and 
click OK. Click OK twice more to exit My Computer Properties.  
 
Step 4: Set up Java 6 
 
If you do not have Java installed on your computer, run the file called jdk-6u2-windows-
i586p-p.exe.  Accept the defaults by clicking Next each time it appears. The installation will 
probably take several minutes as Java 6 and Update 2 are installed.   
 
Step 5: Set up Eclipse 
 
Double-click the file called eclipse-cpp-ganymede-SR2-win32.zip  and choose Extract all  
fi les. When it asks you to choose a destination for the extracted files, type C:\Program Files 
or browse to it. The installer will create a file called Eclipse in the Program Files folder. 
 

    
 
Double-click the  eclipse.exe icon to start Eclipse. After the eclipse splash screen, 
 

   



 
you will be asked choose a workspace. 
 

    
 
Click OK. 
 
Close the Welcome screen, and you are ready to start your first C++ project. 
 
 


