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Computer Science 1A

Introduction to Computer Science

Topic 6: Networking

Chapter 2 ðPart 2
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»Quiz #4 ðSoftware and Networking

»Lab #3 - Networking has been Posted
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»What are networks?

ǒ2 or more computers that are linked 

together so that they can communicate with 

each other

»Why network computers?

ǒTo share resources

ƻSoftware

ƻPeriphrials

ƻData

ƻEtc..

»How are they connected?

ǒEither through wires or cables

ǒWireless (radio waves or infrared signals)
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History of Networking
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» Developed in the 1970s at Xerox PARC

ǒWas the standard by the 1980s

ǒOriginally used coaxial cable

ǒThen moved to twisted pair or 10 -base-T

(looks like a big telephone cable)

ǒIncluded a protocol 
ƻSet of rules for transferring data

ǒMost widespread wired Local Area Network(LAN) 

technology
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»Different types of networks based on 

the geographic area it covers

»Local area networks (LANs)

ǒA small group of computers (nodes)

ƻHome network or small company
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